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APPENDIX  5 TABLE OF PROCEDURAL MOTIONS
Motion Has the Chair 

discretion to 
refuse this 
motion?

Is seconder 
required?

Is discussion in 
order?

Are 
amendments in 
order?

Is mover of 
procedural 
motion entitled 
to reply?

Are previous 
participants in 
debate entitled 
to move this 
motion?

Can a speaker 
be interrupted 
by a mover on 
this motion?

If lost, can a 
motion be 
moved after an 
interval?

Position if an 
amendment is 
already before 
the Chair.

Position if a 
procedural 
motion is 
already before 
the Chair

Remarks

(a) "That the 
meeting be 
adjourned to the 
next ordinary or 
to a stated time 
and place."

No Yes No As to time and 
date only

No No No Yes – 15 minutes If carried, debate 
on the original 
motion and 
amendment are 
adjourned.

If carried, debate 
on the original 
motion and 
procedural 
motion are 
adjourned.

On resumption of 
debate, the 
mover of the 
adjournment 
speaks first. 
Members who 
have already 
spoken in the 
debate may not 
speak again

(b) "That the item of 
business being 
discussed be 
adjourned to a 
stated time and 
place."

No Yes No As to time and 
date only.

No No No Yes – 15 minutes If carried, debate 
on the original 
motion and 
amendment are 
adjourned.

If carried, debate 
on the original 
motion and 
procedural 
motion are 
adjourned.

(c) "That the motion 
under debate be 
now put (closure 
motion)."

No Yes No No No No No Yes – 15 minutes If carried, only 
the amendment 
is put.

If carried, only 
the procedural 
motion is put.

The mover of the 
motion under 
debate is entitled 
to exercise a 
right of reply 
before the motion 
or amendment 
under debate is 
put.

(d) "That the 
meeting move 
directly to the 
next business, 
superseding the 
item under 
discussion."

No Yes No No No No No Yes – 15 
minutes.

If carried, debate 
on the original 
motion and 
amendment are 
adjourned.

If carried, debate 
on the original 
motion and 
procedural 
motion are 
adjourned.

(e) "That the item of 
business being 
discussed does 
lie on the table 
and not be 
further discussed 
at this meeting.

No Yes No No No No No Yes – 15 
minutes.

If carried, the 
original motion 
and amendment 
are both laid on 
the table.

Motion not in 
order

(f) "That the item of 
business being 
discussed be 
referred to the 
relevant 
committee."

No Yes No As to committee, 
time for reporting 
back etc only.

No No No Yes – 15 
minutes.

If carried, the 
original motion 
and all 
amendments are 
referred to the 
committee.

If carried, the 
procedural 
motion is 
deemed 
disposed of.

(g) Point of order. No – but may 
rule against.

No Yes – at 
discretion of 
Chairperson.

No No Yes Yes No Point of order 
takes 
precedence.

Point of order 
takes 
precedence.


